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The war in Iraq was right

Alex Towechstone ia @ semior at
Lamar School, His interests
inclwde sports, kunding, faking
and sperding fime witi fricnds
aid family Alex is thinking of
Durswing a career ig eithar
madicine or fhe ministry

Im tivis fiery ofiwion columm,
Alex argues that e LLS, War on
Torrorizm was rod only e right
fleimg fo do — it was wpareidakle,

I chose this subiect beconse [
am prowd fo be or American,” ke
sqid. T belicve pur role in the
il is very imporient "

Alex Touchstone

special i Tha Star

There has been o bt of talk
since the war in [rag started
about whether it wis rght for us
o g ovier there ar not, A bot of
Americans are saving that it is
nane of our business to intervene
in the st of the warld, or be the
“wyiarld police,”

Chihers say that the president
ligsel 1 s, telling us thers were
weapons of mass destruciion
when wie hawee found mome, Some
simmply think what bias been done
i% nod worth the American Bves
anil money it has cost,

Well, 1 am here to say tha
there are others owl there, like
mvzelf, who support the war and
what aur brave maen and women
are doing over there, 1 beliove
That the president was mght to
el trocpss to e, and that thiey
hiwe dhomee @ bod of goad.,

Az a citizen
of the Unifedd
States and the
world, | want
to say that this
wir needed fo
happen  and
could not have
been avoided
as  long  as
Saddam Hus-
=in was in
[HRET.

Now, the world
knows the truth

Towchstome

Sadbilam Hussein is a man very
gimilar to Hitler and Stalin, He
fried to conguer other nations,
like Kuwait, for his cwn gain, He
has ordered mass killings and
ather horrendous acts arainst his
own people, He had billions tied
up in his properiy while most of
hiz subjectz lived in poverty

Is this & man fit to rule a
nation? Is this a man that the
United States can afford fo leme
in poweer inoa post 8-11 world ?

Thowgh Husscin has not been
found to have any ties with al
tacrla, it is governments like the
ane he ran that alkew terrorism to
survive by harboring them in
their  countrics  and  even
rewarding terrorist acts on the
United States and lsrael.

Huz=ein has always harl iz=oes
with the United States. | am sure
e weais just waiting for his chanee

%

The only thing necessary
for the triumph of evil
is for good mesn
fo do nothing.

— Airibiibed to Edmiund Barka,
17291797, Irieh statesman

to do something srainst us. We
saved ourselves a lot of future
trouble by going to war,

Az | already mentioned, the
world mow knows aboul all the
terrifile things Hussein was doing
tor his people,

If he suspected people were
against him, he simply had them
killel. If one had different views
in religion or politics and he
frund out, the person was most
likey dlesad, They had no freedom
like we have here, He ran the
meedia and todd them only what he
wanted, He had likenesses of
himself everywhere so all the
people would know who their
ruler was, Peaple starved 1o
death, and he and his family lved
better than celebrities ..

Mo alternative

How can all this be allowed to
continue? 1f we had ignored these
thinges, then we would have been
partially guilty. | believe it is our
responsibility to intervene when
crimes against humanity, such as

the ones Saddam Hussein was
orchestrating, are going on,

I the Bible, Luke 1243 savs:
* and from everyone who has
been given much shall much be
required...”

| think most Americans would
agree with that principle even if
they do not believe in the Bible,
America has been blessed more
thin any other nation on earth, so
wit should accept our role as
workl leselers, L that mesns being
the “world police” sometimes, =o
b it

This was not a war against
lraq as some people say, but a
war against & man and his fol-
lowers whe should not have been
ruling. We saved the lragi people,
and anvone who does nof think
a0 wis el paving attention to the
news after Husscin was over-
thrown. His people partied in the
strects and even kissed LS, sol-
diers for liberating them,

Critics everywhere

Obvioushy, going (o lrag was
ot popular with some; doing the
right thing often is not. France,
Ceerrmany and the United Mations
were very vocal about their
stance on the war,

After being ignored by Hus-
sein countless times, one would
have thought the UM, would
have had the backbone to say
something should be done about
it. Instead they told President

CATCHING UP WITH R.D. HARRIS
The cover of last year's "Religion and Education” section featurad a story writtan by Meridian
High School stedent Courtmay Trotter. It was sbowt the returm in 2003 of former principal R.D.
Harris to Meridian High School — a changs eagerly anticipated by school officials, teachers and
thea community. During his 25 wears st MHS, Harris astablished a reputation for unwsvaring
amphasis on academics and stedent achisvameant, but alse for nstilling perscnal and school
prics. When bs returnad, Harris plungsd right into his duties as principal ... again. In a matter of
monithe, studant morale, conduct and scademics visikbly improved. Studant parformanca on
ALCT tests has almady risan frem an aversge of 18 to 21.7; the naticnal averags s 21.8.

FILE ART

What do servicemen in
Iraq mean when they
talk about

The “Red
Zone”?

Read Jason Brush's
story in the Homes
section of
"Profile 2005:

A Letter from Home.”

In the Homes
section, read
“A letter to Cuz.”

Bush he did not have their per-
mission b do anything — and he
kindly showed them he did not
need Eheir permission,

It is rather ironic that France
was against the war. We Bberated
them from Hitler in World War
[l in much the same way we lib-
erated the Iragi people from Hus-
sein. | guess they are only lor
going towar when it directhy ben-
efits them.

Another group back home
that was very vocal against the
war wis micde up of liberal Helly-
wood actors and actresses, |
include Michael Moore in this
group since he makes movies —
ned documentaries, as he claims,

This is a wery small per-
cenfage  of Americans,  buf
becaese of their fame and wealth,
they got their vodees heard more
than the average persen.

[ wuess they have not thought
about how a revolution against a
dictatorship (the American Kewo-
Iution), similar to the war in Iramg,
is what pawe them the frecdom to
speak out as well as to act and
make milions. Apparently they
dlso do not think all homan
beings should hive those same
freedoms.

Thougeh never the casy thing,
going to war is somefimes the
right thing to do. Was the warin
Iraq worth 1,302 American lives?
| say yes, and | think most Amer-
ican soldiers, even those who
died, would say the samee ...

Contributors

In this section are
stories, features
and artwork by:

Ay Barnett

Amanda Cody
Brittany Jo Davis
Matthaw Dowaosa
Steve Gillesple

Lance Gaodman
Shamir Gordan
Kathering Jacome-Cluff
Deborah Johnson
Bubby Johnston
Danialle Jonas

Grag Mangum
Colaton Ritmanich
Hannah Robinson
Michala Roblnson
Pat Srrith

Michaal Sterling

Mary Tomlinson

Alax Touchstona
Frances Whita's class



